
Close Reading 
in Science 

Great for CCSS-Literacy 
Standards! 

Resource Pack Includes: 
- Teacher Notes 
-Foldable 
- Links to websites with articles to 
use in Science!  



Teacher Notes: 
Close reading is a strategy used in many ELA classrooms. It helps students 

look at the text and make connections. You might even call it becoming 
an active reader.  

 

In order to close read I give my students an article. I then go through the 
steps with them, and make them write down everything  that I write 
onto their paper.  

 

I use three easy steps: 

1. Number and chunk the paragraphs. 

2. Circle vocabulary words or Unknown Words. 

3. Summarize on the left side and make connections on the right.  

 

Making connections means – ask questions, or think about similar things that 
have happened to you in your life.  

 

Due to copyright issues I haven’t included any articles in this freebie, other 
than my sample. You can find lots of articles by using the links below. 

 

Links to find great FREE! Science Articles: 

- www.newsela.com 

- www.readworks.org 

- www.nationalgeographic.com 

 
NOTES for FOLDABLE: 
1. Number and chunk the paragraphs. 
2. Circle vocabulary words or Unknown Words. 
3. Summarize on the left side and make connections on 

the right. 

http://www.newsela.com/
http://www.readworks.org/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/


Sample! 

Matter is anything that has mass and takes up space. 
It includes all the physical “stuff” around us—
rocks, houses, water, air, people, ants, trees, etc. 
All matter can exist as a solid, a liquid, or a gas. 
Matter includes all the things we can weigh (to 
find the mass) and measure to find the volume 
(because they take up space). 

 
Different substances—different types of matter—

have different properties that can be used to 
distinguish them from each other. These 
properties are things that you can observe or 
measure about the substance. For example, 
water and isopropyl alcohol (rubbing alcohol) are 
both clear, colorless liquids at room 
temperature. However, they can be told apart 
because they have other properties that are 
different. Water is odorless while the isopropyl 
alcohol has a strong smell. The alcohol 
evaporates very quickly while the water 
evaporates slowly. Also, the alcohol is 
flammable—it can be set on fire with a match 
(but don’t try this at home!). Water, on the other 
hand, is not only inflammable; it is used to put 
out fires. 

 

This paragraph 
defines matter. 

This 
paragraph 
reminds me 
of my last 
science class, 
because we 
talked about 
solids, liquids 
and gases. 

This paragraph 
tells how you can 
notice certain 
properties of 
matter. Like how 
they smell or look.  

One 
connection I 
can make is 
about water 
putting out 
fire. When we 
go camping my 
dad says to 
always cover 
the entire fire 
pit with lots of 
water. .  
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Cut along the solid lines and fold 
along the dotted lines. Glue into 
notebook along the top. 
 
Write information under each 
flap. 


